WHEELS WITHIN WHEELS
“The sixth chapter of Isaiah has a deep and important lesson for every one of
God's workmen. Study it with humility and earnest prayer. The first and second
chapters of Ezekiel should also be carefully studied. The wheels within wheels
represented in this symbol was confusion to the finite eye. But a hand of infinite
wisdom was revealed amid the wheels. Perfect order is brought out of the confusion.
Every wheel works in its right place, in perfect harmony with every other part of the
machinery.” Christian Living, 26.
“Ezekiel, the mourning exile prophet, in the land of the Chaldeans, was given a
vision teaching the same lesson of faith in the mighty God of Israel. As he was upon the
banks of the river Chebar, a whirlwind seemed to come from the north, ‘a great cloud,
and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as
the color of amber.’ A number of wheels of strange appearance, intersecting one
another, were moved by four living creatures. High above all these was ‘the likeness of
a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of the throne was
the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.’ ‘As for the likeness of the living
creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the appearance of
lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and
out of the fire went forth lightning.’ ‘And there appeared in the cherubims the form of a
man's hand under their wings.’
“There were wheels within wheels in an arrangement so complicated that at first
sight they appeared to Ezekiel to be all in confusion. But when they moved, it was with
beautiful exactness and in perfect harmony. Heavenly beings were impelling these
wheels, and, above all, upon the glorious sapphire throne, was the Eternal One; while
round about the throne was the encircling rainbow, emblem of grace and love.
Overpowered by the terrible glory of the scene, Ezekiel fell upon his face, when a voice
bade him arise and hear the word of the Lord. Then there was given him a message of
warning for Israel.
“This vision was given to Ezekiel at a time when his mind was filled with
gloomy forebodings. He saw the land of his fathers lying desolate. The city that was
once full of people was no longer inhabited. The voice of mirth and the song of praise
were no more heard within her walls. The prophet himself was a stranger in a strange
land, where boundless ambition and savage cruelty reigned supreme. That which he
saw and heard of human tyranny and wrong distressed his soul, and he mourned
bitterly day and night. But the wonderful symbols presented before him beside the river
Chebar revealed an overruling power mightier than that of earthly rulers. Above the
proud and cruel monarchs of Assyria and Babylon the God of mercy and truth was
enthroned.
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“The wheellike complications that appeared to the prophet to be involved in
such confusion were under the guidance of an infinite hand. The Spirit of God, revealed
to him as moving and directing these wheels, brought harmony out of confusion; so the
whole world was under His control. Myriads of glorified beings were ready at His
word to overrule the power and policy of evil men, and bring good to His faithful ones.
“In like manner, when God was about to open to the beloved John the history of
the church for future ages, He gave him an assurance of the Saviour's interest and care
for His people by revealing to him ‘One like unto the Son of man,’ walking among the
candlesticks, which symbolized the seven churches. While John was shown the last
great struggles of the church with earthly powers, he was also permitted to behold the
final victory and deliverance of the faithful. He saw the church brought into deadly
conflict with the beast and his image, and the worship of that beast enforced on pain of
death. But looking beyond the smoke and din of the battle, he beheld a company upon
Mount Zion with the Lamb, having, instead of the mark of the beast, the ‘Father's name
written in their foreheads.’ And again he saw ‘them that had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand
on the sea of glass, having the harps of God’ and singing the song of Moses and the
Lamb.” Testimonies, volume 5, 751, 752.
“Upon the banks of the river Chebar, Ezekiel beheld a whirlwind seeming to
come from the north, ‘a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a brightness was
about it, and out of the midst thereof as the color of amber.’ A number of wheels,
intersecting one another, were moved by four living beings. High above all these ‘was
the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone: and upon the likeness of
the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it.’ ‘And there
appeared in the cherubims the form of a man's hand under their wings.’ Ezekiel 1:4, 26;
10:8. The wheels were so complicated in arrangement that at first sight they appeared to
be in confusion; but they moved in perfect harmony. Heavenly beings, sustained and
guided by the hand beneath the wings of the cherubim, were impelling these wheels;
above them, upon the sapphire throne, was the Eternal One; and round about the
throne a rainbow, the emblem of divine mercy.
“As the wheellike complications were under the guidance of the hand beneath
the wings of the cherubim, so the complicated play of human events is under divine
control. Amidst the strife and tumult of nations, He that sitteth above the cherubim still
guides the affairs of the earth.
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“The history of nations that one after another have occupied their allotted time
and place, unconsciously witnessing to the truth of which they themselves knew not the
meaning, speaks to us. To every nation and to every individual of today God has
assigned a place in His great plan. Today men and nations are being measured by the
plummet in the hand of Him who makes no mistake. All are by their own choice
deciding their destiny, and God is overruling all for the accomplishment of His
purposes.
“The history which the great I AM has marked out in His word, uniting link after
link in the prophetic chain, from eternity in the past to eternity in the future, tells us
where we are today in the procession of the ages, and what may be expected in the time
to come. All that prophecy has foretold as coming to pass, until the present time, has
been traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured that all which is yet to come
will be fulfilled in its order.” Education, 177, 178.
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