“The parable of the ten virgins of Matthew 25 also illustrates the experience of the
Adventist people.” The Great Controversy, 393.
“I am often referred to the parable of the ten virgins, five of whom were wise, and five
foolish. This parable has been and will be fulfilled to the very letter, for it has a special
application to this time, and, like the third angel’s message, has been fulfilled and will continue to
be present truth till the close of time.” Review and Herald, August 19, 1890.
“God has given the messages of Revelation 14 their place in the line of prophecy, and
their work is not to cease till the close of this earth’s history. The first and second angel’s messages
are still truth for this time, and are to run parallel with this which follows. The third angel
proclaims his warning with a loud voice. ‘After these things,’ said John, ‘I saw another angel come
down from heaven, having great power, and the earth was lightened with his glory.’ In this
illumination, the light of all the three messages is combined.” The 1888 Materials, 803–804.
“Many who went forth to meet the Bridegroom under the messages of the first and second
angels, refused the third angel’s message, the last testing message to be given to the world. . . .
“The parable of the ten virgins was given by Christ Himself, and every specification should
be carefully studied. A time will come when the door will be shut.” Manuscript Releases, volume
16, 270.
“There have been and always will be tares among the wheat, the foolish virgins with the
wise, those who have no oil in their vessels with their lamps.” Signs of the Times, October 23,
1879.
“Trials are to come upon God’s people and the tares are to be separated from the
wheat.” Review and Herald, March 19, 1895.
“Let both tares and wheat grow together until the harvest. Then it is the angels that do
the work of separation.” Selected Messages, book 2, 69.
“I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, ‘Fearful is his work. Awful is
his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the wheat
for the heavenly garner. These things should engross the whole mind, the whole attention.’” Early
Writings, 119.
“To John were opened scenes of deep and thrilling interest in the experience of the church.
He saw the position, dangers, conflicts, and final deliverance of the people of God. He records
the closing messages which are to ripen the harvest of the earth, either as sheaves for the
heavenly garner or as fagots for the fires of destruction.” The Great Controversy, 341.
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“Again, these parables teach that there is to be no probation after the judgment. When
the work of the gospel is completed, there immediately follows the separation between the good
and the evil, and the destiny of each class is forever fixed.” Christ’s Object Lessons, 123.
“A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, to be made void in our land.
The rulers of our nation will, by legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law, and thus God’s
people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall enact laws to
bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday
observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against those who keep the seventh-day
Sabbath, the law of God will, to all intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national
apostasy will be followed by national ruin.” Review and Herald, December 18, 1888.
“If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment, and showing that there is no foundation in the Word of God for Sunday
observance, and yet you still cling to the false sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath which
God calls ‘my holy day,’ you receive the mark of the beast. When does this take place?—When
you obey the decree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday and worship God,while
you know that there is not a word in the Bible showing Sunday to be other than a common workingday, you consent to receive the mark of the beast, and refuse the seal of God. If we receive this
mark in our foreheads or in our hands, the judgments pronounced against the disobedient must fall
upon us. But the seal of the living God is placed upon those who conscientiously keep the Sabbath
of the Lord.” Review and Herald, April 27, 1911.
“What are you doing, brethren, in the great work of preparation? Those who are uniting
with the world are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those who
are distrustful of self, who are humbling themselves before God and purifying their souls by
obeying the truth these are receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in their
foreheads. When the decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will
remain pure and spotless for eternity.” Testimonies, volume 5, 216.
“The midnight cry was not so much carried by argument, though the Scripture proof was
clear and conclusive. There went with it an impelling power that moved the soul. There was no
doubt, no questioning. Upon the occasion of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the people
who were assembled from all parts of the land to keep the feast, flocked to the Mount of Olives,
and as they joined the throng that were escorting Jesus, they caught the inspiration of the hour, and
helped to swell the shout, ‘Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord!’ [Matthew 21:9.] In
like manner did unbelievers who flocked to the Adventist meetings—some from curiosity,
some merely to ridicule—feel the convincing power attending the message, ‘Behold, the
Bridegroom cometh!’” Spirit of Prophecy, volume 4, 250.
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“The judgment of which Egypt had first been warned, was to be the last visited. God is
long-suffering and plenteous in mercy. He has a tender care for the beings formed in His image. If
the loss of their harvests and their flocks and herds had brought Egypt to repentance, the
children would not have been smitten; but the nation had stubbornly resisted the divine
command, and now the final blow was about to fall.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 273.
“Upon us is shining the accumulated light of past ages. The record of Israel’s forgetfulness
has been preserved for our enlightenment. In this age God has set His hand to gather unto Himself
a people from every nation, kindred, and tongue. In the advent movement He has wrought for
His heritage, even as He wrought for the Israelites in leading them from Egypt. In the great
disappointment of 1844 the faith of His people was tested as was that of the Hebrews at the
Red Sea.” Testimonies, volume 8, 115–116.
“Had the antediluvians believed the warning, and repented of their evil deeds, the Lord
would have turned aside His wrath, as He afterward did from Nineveh. But by their obstinate
resistance to the reproofs of conscience and the warnings of God’s prophet, that generation filled
up the measure of their iniquity, and became ripe for destruction.
“The period of their probation was about to expire. Noah had faithfully followed the
instructions which he had received from God. The ark was finished in every part as the Lord had
directed, and was stored with food for man and beast. And now the servant of God made his last
solemn appeal to the people. With an agony of desire that words cannot express, he entreated them
to seek a refuge while it might be found. Again they rejected his words, and raised their voices in
jest and scoffing. Suddenly a silence fell upon the mocking throng. Beasts of every description,
the fiercest as well as the most gentle, were seen coming from mountain and forest and quietly
making their way toward the ark. A noise as of a rushing wind was heard, and lo, birds were
flocking from all directions, their numbers darkening the heavens, and in perfect order they passed
to the ark. Animals obeyed the command of God, while men were disobedient. Guided by holy
angels, they ‘went in two and two unto Noah into the ark,’ and the clean beasts by sevens. The
world looked on in wonder, some in fear. Philosophers were called upon to account for the singular
occurrence, but in vain. It was a mystery which they could not fathom. But men had become so
hardened by their persistent rejection of light that even this scene produced but a momentary
impression. As the doomed race beheld the sun shining in its glory, and the earth clad in almost
Eden beauty, they banished their rising fears by boisterous merriment, and by their deeds of
violence they seemed to invite upon themselves the visitation of the already awakened wrath of
God.
“God commanded Noah, ‘Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen
righteous before Me in this generation.’ Noah’s warnings had been rejected by the world, but his
influence and example resulted in blessings to his family. As a reward for his faithfulness and
integrity, God saved all the members of his family with him. What encouragement to parental
fidelity!
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“Mercy had ceased its pleadings for the guilty race. The beasts of the field and the birds of
the air had entered the place of refuge. Noah and his household were within the ark, ‘and the Lord
shut him in.’ A flash of dazzling light was seen, and a cloud of glory more vivid than the lightning
descended from heaven and hovered before the entrance of the ark. The massive door, which it
was impossible for those within to close, was slowly swung to its place by unseen hands. Noah
was shut in, and the rejecters of God’s mercy were shut out. The seal of Heaven was on that door;
God had shut it, and God alone could open it. So when Christ shall cease His intercession for guilty
men, before His coming in the clouds of heaven, the door of mercy will be shut. Then divine grace
will no longer restrain the wicked, and Satan will have full control of those who have rejected
mercy. They will endeavor to destroy God’s people; but as Noah was shut into the ark, so the
righteous will be shielded by divine power.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 97, 98.
“The Amorites were inhabitants of Canaan, and the Lord had promised the land of Canaan
to the Israelites; but a long interval must pass before His people should possess the land. He stated
the reason why this interval must pass. He told them that the iniquity of the Amorites was not yet
full, and their expulsion and extermination could not be justified until they had filled up the cup
of their iniquity. Idolatry and sin marked their course, but the measure of their guilt was not such
that they could be devoted to destruction. In His love and pity God would let light shine upon them
in more distinct rays; He would give them opportunity to behold the working of His wondrous
power, that there might be no excuse for their course of evil. It is thus that God deals with the
nations. Through a certain period of probation He exercises long-suffering toward nations, cities,
and individuals. But when it is evident that they will not come unto Him that they might have life,
judgments are visited upon them. The time came when judgment was inflicted upon the Amorites,
and the time will come when all the transgressors of His law will know that God will by no means
clear the guilty.” Review and Herald, July 12, 1906.
“Of the Amorites the Lord said: ‘In the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.’ Although this nation was conspicuous because of its
idolatry and corruption, it had not yet filled up the cup of its iniquity, and God would not give
command for its utter destruction. The people were to see the divine power manifested in a
marked manner, that they might be left without excuse. The compassionate Creator was willing
to bear with their iniquity until the fourth generation. Then, if no change was seen for the better,
His judgments were to fall upon them.” Testimonies, volume 5, 208.
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“The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before
probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by which their eternal
destiny will be decided. Your position is such a jumble of inconsistencies that but few will be
deceived.
“In Revelation 13 this subject is plainly presented; [Revelation 13:11–17, quoted].
“This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who proved
their loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank
under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God. Those who
yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the Sunday sabbath, will receive the mark of the
beast” Manuscript Releases, volume 15, 15.
“In order for the United States to form an image of the beast, the religious power must
so control the civil government that the authority of the state will also be employed by the
church to accomplish her own ends.” The Great Controversy, 443.
“The enforcement of Sundaykeeping on the part of Protestant churches is an enforcement
of the worship of the papacy—of the beast. Those who, understanding the claims of the fourth
commandment, choose to observe the false instead of the true Sabbath are thereby paying homage
to that power by which alone it is commanded. But in the very act of enforcing a religious duty
by secular power, the churches would themselves form an image to the beast; hence the
enforcement of Sundaykeeping in the United States would be an enforcement of the worship
of the beast and his image.” The Great Controversy, 448–449.
“When the churches of our land, uniting upon such points of faith as are held by them
in common, shall influence the State to enforce their decrees and sustain their institutions,
then will Protestant America have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy.” Spirit of
Prophecy, volume 4, 279.
“The ‘image to the beast’ represents that form of apostate Protestantism which will be
developed when the Protestant churches shall seek the aid of the civil power for the
enforcement of their dogmas. The ‘mark of the beast’ still remains to be defined.” The Great
Controversy, 445.
“As America, the land of religious liberty, shall unite with the Papacy in forcing the
conscience and compelling men to honor the false sabbath, the people of every country on the
globe will be led to follow her example.” Testimonies, volume 6, 18.
“Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. Though she leads out, yet
the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of the world.” Testimonies, volume 6, 395.
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“By the decree enforcing the institution of the Papacy in violation of the law of God, our
nation will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her
hand across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss
to clasp hands with Spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country
shall repudiate every principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican government, and
shall make provision for the propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know
that the time has come for the marvelous working of Satan and that the end is near.”
Testimonies, volume 5, 451.
“The dignitaries of church and state will unite to bribe, persuade, or compel all classes to
honor the Sunday. The lack of divine authority will be supplied by oppressive enactments. Political
corruption is destroying love of justice and regard for truth; and even in free America, rulers and
legislators, in order to secure public favor, will yield to the popular demand for a law enforcing
Sunday observance. Liberty of conscience, which has cost so great a sacrifice, will no longer be
respected. In the soon-coming conflict we shall see exemplified the prophet's words: ‘The dragon
was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’ Revelation 12:17.
“Chap. 37 - The Scriptures a Safeguard
“‘To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.’ Isaiah 8:20. The people of God are directed to the Scriptures as their
safeguard against the influence of false teachers and the delusive power of spirits of darkness.
Satan employs every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; for
its plain utterances reveal his deceptions. At every revival of God’s work the prince of evil is
aroused to more intense activity; he is now putting forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle
against Christ and His followers. The last great delusion is soon to open before us. Antichrist is
to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true
that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by the Holy Scriptures. By their
testimony every statement and every miracle must be tested.” The Great Controversy, 593.
“Fallen angels upon earth form confederations with evil men. In this age antichrist will
appear as the true Christ, and then the law of God will be fully made void in the nations of our
world. Rebellion against God's holy law will be fully ripe. But the true leader of all this rebellion
is Satan, clothed as an angel of light. Men will be deceived and will exalt him to the place of God,
and deify him.” Review and Herald, Sept. 12, 1893.
“The determination of Antichrist to carry out the rebellion he began in heaven will
continue to work on the children of disobedience.” Selected Messages, book 3, 401.
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“Fearful sights of a supernatural character will soon be revealed in the heavens, in token of
the power of miracle-working demons. The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth
and to the whole world, to fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite with Satan in his
last struggle against the government of heaven. By these agencies, rulers and subjects will be alike
deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be Christ Himself, and claiming the title and worship
which belong to the world’s Redeemer. They will perform wonderful miracles of healing and will
profess to have revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of the Scriptures.
“As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate
Christ. The church has long professed to look to the Saviour’s advent as the consummation of her
hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. In different parts of the
earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic being of dazzling brightness,
resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in the Revelation. Revelation 1:13–
15. The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by anything that mortal eyes have yet
beheld. The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: ‘Christ has come! Christ has come!’ The
people prostrate themselves in adoration before him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a
blessing upon them, as Christ blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft
and subdued, yet full of melody. In gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same
gracious, heavenly truths which the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then,
in his assumed character of Christ, he claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and
commands all to hallow the day which he has blessed. He declares that those who persist in
keeping holy the seventh day are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to
them with light and truth. This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion. Like the Samaritans
who were deceived by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from the least to the greatest, give heed to
these sorceries, saying: This is ‘the great power of God.’ Acts 8:10.
“But the people of God will not be misled. The teachings of this false christ are not in
accordance with the Scriptures. His blessing is pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast and
his image, the very class upon whom the Bible declares that God’s unmingled wrath shall be
poured out.” The Great Controversy, 624–625.
“Those who keep God’s commandments, those who live not by bread alone but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, compose the church of the living God. Those who
choose to follow antichrist are subjects of the great apostate. Ranged under the banner of Satan,
they break God’s law and lead others to break it. They endeavor so to frame the laws of nations
that men shall show their loyalty to earthly governments by trampling upon the laws of God’s
kingdom.
“Satan is diverting minds with unimportant questions, in order that they shall not with clear
and distinct vision see matters of vast importance. The enemy is planning to ensnare the world.
“The so-called Christian world is to be the theater of great and decisive actions. Men in
authority will enact laws controlling the conscience, after the example of the papacy. Babylon will
make all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. Every nation will be involved.
Of this time John the Revelator declares: [Revelation 18:3–7, quoted].
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“‘These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. These shall
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for He is Lord of lords, and King
of kings: and they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful’ [Revelation 17:13, 14].
“‘These have one mind.’ There will be a universal bond of union, one great harmony, a
confederacy of Satan’s forces. ‘And shall give their power and strength unto the beast.’ Thus is
manifested the same arbitrary, oppressive power against religious liberty, freedom to worship God
according to the dictates of conscience, as was manifested by the papacy, when in the past it
persecuted those who dared to refuse to conform with the religious rites and ceremonies of
Romanism.
“In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united, in opposition to God’s
people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized from allegiance to the law of Jehovah. In this
warfare the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great point at issue; for in the Sabbath
commandment the great Law-giver identifies Himself as the Creator of the heavens and the earth.”
Manuscript Releases, volume 19, 242, 243.
“As America, the land of religious liberty, shall unite with the Papacy in forcing the
conscience and compelling men to honor the false sabbath, the people of every country on the
globe will be led to follow her example.” Testimonies, volume 6, 18.
“Foreign nations will follow the example of the United States. Though she leads out, yet
the same crisis will come upon our people in all parts of the world.” Testimonies, volume 6, 395.
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