“I have had precious opportunities to obtain an experience. I have had an experience in the
first, second, and third angels’ messages. The angels are represented as flying in the midst of
heaven, proclaiming to the world a message of warning, and having a direct bearing upon the
people living in the last days of this earth’s history. No one hears the voice of these angels, for
they are a symbol to represent the people of God who are working in harmony with the universe
of heaven. Men and women, enlightened by the Spirit of God, and sanctified through the truth,
proclaim the three messages in their order.” Life Sketches, 429.
“John saw ‘Another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the whole
earth was lightened with his glory.’ Revelation 18:1. That work is the voice of the people of God
proclaiming a message of warning to the world.” The 1888 Materials, 926.
“Many look with horror at the course of the Jews in rejecting and crucifying Christ; and as
they read the history of His shameful abuse, they think they love Him, and would not have denied
Him as did Peter, or crucified Him as did the Jews. But God who reads the hearts of all, has brought
to the test that love for Jesus which they professed to feel. All heaven watched with the deepest
interest the reception of the first angel’s message. But many who professed to love Jesus, and who
shed tears as they read the story of the cross, derided the good news of His coming. Instead of
receiving the message with gladness, they declared it to be a delusion. They hated those who loved
His appearing and shut them out of the churches. Those who rejected the first message could not
be benefited by the second; neither were they benefited by the midnight cry, which was to prepare
them to enter with Jesus by faith into the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary. And by
rejecting the two former messages, they have so darkened their understanding that they can see no
light in the third angel’s message, which shows the way into the most holy place. I saw that as
the Jews crucified Jesus, so the nominal churches had crucified these messages, and therefore
they have no knowledge of the way into the most holy, and they cannot be benefited by the
intercession of Jesus there. Like the Jews, who offered their useless sacrifices, they offer up their
useless prayers to the apartment which Jesus has left; and Satan, pleased with the deception,
assumes a religious character, and leads the minds of these professed Christians to himself,
working with his power, his signs and lying wonders, to fasten them in his snare.” Early Writings,
258–261.
Exodus 19:16–19; Isaiah 58:1; Hebrews 12:16–29; Revelation 1:10

“‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Because ye have not heard My words, behold, I will send
and take all the families of the north, saith the Lord, and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My
servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all
these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an
hissing, and perpetual desolations. Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the
voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the
millstones, and the light of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an
astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.’ Verses 8–11.
“Although the sentence of doom had been clearly pronounced, its awful import could
scarcely be understood by the multitudes who heard. That deeper impressions might be made, the
Lord sought to illustrate the meaning of the words spoken. He bade Jeremiah liken the fate of the
nation to the draining of a cup filled with the wine of divine wrath. Among the first to drink of this
cup of woe was to be ‘Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the kings thereof.’ Others were to
partake of the same cup—‘Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, and all his
people,’ and many other nations of earth—until God’s purpose should have been fulfilled. See
Jeremiah 25.” Prophets and Kings, 430, 431.

