“‘And I saw in the right hand of Him that sat on the throne a book written within and on
the backside, sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice,
Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in heaven, nor in
earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon’ (Revelation 5:1–
3).
“There in His open hand lay the book, the roll of the history of God’s providences, the
prophetic history of nations and the church. Herein was contained the divine utterances, His
authority, His commandments, His laws, the whole symbolic counsel of the Eternal, and the history
of all ruling powers in the nations. In symbolic language was contained in that roll the influence
of every nation, tongue, and people from the beginning of earth's history to its close.
“This roll was written within and without. John says: [Revelation 5:4, 5, 8–14; 6:8–11;
Revelation 8:1–4; quoted.]
“The same spirit is seen today that is represented in Revelation 6:6-8. History is to be
repeated. That which has been will be again.” Manuscript Releases, volume 9, 7.
“After these seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to Daniel
in regard to the little book: ‘Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.’ These relate
to future events which will be disclosed in their order. Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the
days. John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel’s prophecies have their proper place in the
first, second, and third angels' messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of the little book
was the message in relation to time.
“The books of Daniel and the Revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a revelation;
one a book sealed, the other a book opened. John heard the mysteries which the thunders uttered,
but he was commanded not to write them.
“The special light given to John which was expressed in the seven thunders was a
delineation of events which would transpire under the first and second angels’ messages. It was
not best for the people to know these things, for their faith must necessarily be tested. In the order
of God most wonderful and advanced truths would be proclaimed. The first and second angels’
messages were to be proclaimed, but no further light was to be revealed before these messages had
done their specific work. This is represented by the angel standing with one foot on the sea,
proclaiming with a most solemn oath that time should be no longer.” Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, volume 7, 971.
“Every individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at the bar of God.
Each must meet the great Judge face to face. How important, then, that every mind contemplate
often the solemn scene when the Judgment shall sit and the books be opened, when with Daniel
every individual must stand in his lot at the end of the days.” Review and Herald, January 19,
1886.
Leviticus 16:7–10; Numbers 26:55, 56; Joshua 7:16–21

