THE SUNDAY LAW IN THE UNITED STATES
“The less we make direct charges against authorities and powers, the greater work we shall
be able to accomplish, both in America and in foreign countries. Foreign nations will follow the
example of the United States. Though she leads out, yet the same crisis will come upon our
people in all parts of the world.” Testimonies, volume 6, 395.
REVELATION 18:4
“By accepting a spurious rest day the churches have dishonored God. The people of the
world accept the falsehood, and are angry because God’s commandment keeping people do not
respect and reverence Sunday. The Lord sanctified and blessed the seventh day. God says, ‘Her
sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward her even as she
rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works; in the cup which she hath filled,
fill to her double. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and
sorrow give her; for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.
Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be
utterly burned with fire; for strong is the Lord who judgeth her.’” Kress Collection, 148.
JEREMIAH 25; GENESIS 15, 17
“Brethren and sisters, would that I might say something to awaken you to the importance
of this time, the significance of the events that are now taking place. I point you to the aggressive
movements now being made for the restriction of religious liberty. God’s sanctified memorial has
been torn down, and in its place a false sabbath, bearing no sanctity, stands before the world. And
while the powers of darkness are stirring up the elements from beneath, the Lord God of heaven
is sending power from above to meet the emergency by arousing His living agencies to exalt the
law of heaven. Now, just now, is our time to work in foreign countries. As America, the land of
religious liberty, shall unite with the papacy in forcing the conscience and compelling men to honor
the false sabbath, the people of every country on the globe will be led to follow her example.
Our people are not half awake to do all in their power, with the facilities within their reach, to
extend the message of warning.” Testimonies, volume 6, 18.
THE LAST ACT IN THE DRAMA
“Never did this message apply with greater force than it applies today. More and more the
world is setting at nought the claims of God. Men have become bold in transgression. The
wickedness of the inhabitants of the world has almost filled up the measure of their iniquity. This
earth has almost reached the place where God will permit the destroyer to work his will upon it.
The substitution of the laws of men for the law of God, the exaltation, by merely human authority,
of Sunday in place of the Bible Sabbath, is the last act in the drama. When this substitution
becomes universal, God will reveal Himself. He will arise in His majesty to shake terribly the
earth. He will come out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity, and
the earth shall disclose her blood and shall no more cover her slain.” Testimonies, volume 7, 141.
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THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE CLOSES
“‘At that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth for the children of
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to
that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written
in the book.’ Daniel 12:1.
“When the third angel’s message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants
of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They have received ‘the latter rain,’
‘the refreshing from the presence of the Lord,’ and they are prepared for the trying hour before
them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An angel returning from the earth announces that
his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have proved
themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received ‘the seal of the living God.’ Then Jesus
ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, ‘It
is done;’ and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn announcement: ‘He
that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.’ Revelation 22:11.
Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made the atonement for His people and
blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; ‘the kingdom and dominion, and
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,’ is about to be given to the heirs of salvation,
and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.
“When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful
time the righteous must live in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which
has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the finally impenitent. God’s
long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon
His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently
resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the
wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the
angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of
strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that which
came upon Jerusalem of old.
“A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians and filled the land with
mourning. When David offended against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that
terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power exercised by holy
angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He permits. There are forces
now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.
“Those who honor the law of God have been accused of bringing judgments upon the
world, and they will be regarded as the cause of the fearful convulsions of nature and the strife and
bloodshed among men that are filling the earth with woe. The power attending the last warning
has enraged the wicked; their anger is kindled against all who have received the message, and
Satan will excite to still greater intensity the spirit of hatred and persecution.
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“When God’s presence was finally withdrawn from the Jewish nation, priests and people
knew it not. Though under the control of Satan, and swayed by the most horrible and malignant
passions, they still regarded themselves as the chosen of God. The ministration in the temple
continued; sacrifices were offered upon its polluted altars, and daily the divine blessing was
invoked upon a people guilty of the blood of God's dear Son and seeking to slay His ministers and
apostles. So when the irrevocable decision of the sanctuary has been pronounced and the destiny
of the world has been forever fixed, the inhabitants of the earth will know it not. The forms of
religion will be continued by a people from whom the Spirit of God has been finally withdrawn;
and the satanic zeal with which the prince of evil will inspire them for the accomplishment of his
malignant designs, will bear the semblance of zeal for God.
“As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy throughout Christendom, and
religious and secular authorities have combined to enforce the observance of the Sunday, the
persistent refusal of a small minority to yield to the popular demand will make them objects of
universal execration. It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an institution of the
church and a law of the state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to suffer than for
whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness. The same argument many centuries
ago was brought against Christ by the ‘rulers of the people.’ ‘It is expedient for us,’ said the wily
Caiaphas, ‘that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.’ John
11:50. This argument will appear conclusive; and a decree will finally be issued against those
who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving of the
severest punishment and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death.
Romanism in the Old World and apostate Protestantism in the New will pursue a similar course
toward those who honor all the divine precepts.
“The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of affliction and distress
described by the prophet as the time of Jacob’s trouble. ‘Thus saith the Lord: We have heard a
voice of trembling, of fear, and not of peace. . . . All faces are turned into paleness. Alas! for that
day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out
of it.’ Jeremiah 30:5–7.” The Great Controversy, 613–616.
“At the commencement of the holy Sabbath, January 5, 1849, we engaged in prayer with
Brother Belden’s family at Rocky Hill, Connecticut, and the Holy Ghost fell upon us. I was taken
off in vision to the most holy place, where I saw Jesus still interceding for Israel. On the bottom
of His garment was a bell and a pomegranate. Then I saw that Jesus would not leave the most holy
place until every case was decided either for salvation or destruction, and that the wrath of God
could not come until Jesus had finished His work in the most holy place, laid off His priestly attire,
and clothed Himself with the garments of vengeance. Then Jesus will step out from between the
Father and man, and God will keep silence no longer, but pour out His wrath on those who have
rejected His truth. I saw that the anger of the nations, the wrath of God, and the time to judge the
dead were separate and distinct, one following the other, also that Michael had not stood up, and
that the time of trouble, such as never was, had not yet commenced. The nations are now getting
angry, but when our High Priest has finished His work in the sanctuary, He will stand up, put on
the garments of vengeance, and then the seven last plagues will be poured out.
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“I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus’ work was done in the
sanctuary, and then will come the seven last plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against
the righteous; they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, and that if they
could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints,
which caused them to cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob’s trouble.
Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and were delivered by the voice of God. The
144,000 triumphed. Their faces were lighted up with the glory of God. Then I was shown a
company who were howling in agony. On their garments was written in large characters, ‘Thou
art weighed in the balance, and found wanting.’ I asked who this company were. The angel said,
‘These are they who have once kept the Sabbath and have given it up.’ I heard them cry with a
loud voice, ‘We have believed in Thy coming, and taught it with energy.’ And while they were
speaking, their eyes would fall upon their garments and see the writing, and then they would wail
aloud. I saw that they had drunk of the deep waters, and fouled the residue with their feet—trodden
the Sabbath underfoot—and that was why they were weighed in the balance and found wanting.
“Then my attending angel directed me to the city again, where I saw four angels winging
their way to the gate of the city. They were just presenting the golden card to the angel at the gate
when I saw another angel flying swiftly from the direction of the most excellent glory, and crying
with a loud voice to the other angels, and waving something up and down in his hand. I asked my
attending angel for an explanation of what I saw. He told me that I could see no more then, but he
would shortly show me what those things that I then saw meant.
“Sabbath afternoon one of our number was sick, and requested prayers that he might be
healed. We all united in applying to the Physician who never lost a case, and while healing power
came down, and the sick was healed, the Spirit fell upon me, and I was taken off in vision.
“I saw four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and were on their way to accomplish
it. Jesus was clothed with priestly garments. He gazed in pity on the remnant, then raised His
hands, and with a voice of deep pity cried, ‘My blood, Father, My blood, My blood, My blood!’
Then I saw an exceeding bright light come from God, who sat upon the great white throne, and
was shed all about Jesus. Then I saw an angel with a commission from Jesus, swiftly flying to the
four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and waving something up and down in his hand,
and crying with a loud voice, ‘Hold! Hold! Hold! Hold! until the servants of God are sealed in
their foreheads.’
“I asked my accompanying angel the meaning of what I heard, and what the four angels
were about to do. He said to me that it was God that restrained the powers, and that He gave His
angels charge over things on the earth; that the four angels had power from God to hold the four
winds, and that they were about to let them go; but while their hands were loosening, and the four
winds were about to blow, the merciful eye of Jesus gazed on the remnant that were not sealed,
and He raised His hands to the Father and pleaded with Him that He had spilled His blood for
them. Then another angel was commissioned to fly swiftly to the four angels and bid them hold,
until the servants of God were sealed with the seal of the living God in their foreheads.” Early
Writings, 37, 38.
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