“When the worshipers enter the place of meeting, they should do so with decorum,
passing quietly to their seats. If there is a stove in the room, it is not proper to crowd about it in
an indolent, careless attitude. Common talking, whispering, and laughing should not be permitted
in the house of worship, either before or after the service. Ardent, active piety should characterize
the worshipers. . . .
“When the minister enters, it should be with dignified, solemn mien. He should bow down
in silent prayer as soon as he steps into the pulpit, and earnestly ask help of God. What an
impression this will make! There will be solemnity and awe upon the people. Their minister is
communing with God; he is committing himself to God before he dares to stand before the people.
Solemnity rests upon all, and angels of God are brought very near. Every one of the congregation,
also, who fears God should with bowed head unite in silent prayer with him that God may grace
the meeting with His presence and give power to His truth proclaimed from human lips. When the
meeting is opened by prayer, every knee should bow in the presence of the Holy One, and every
heart should ascend to God in silent devotion. The prayers of faithful worshipers will be heard,
and the ministry of the word will prove effectual. The lifeless attitude of the worshipers in the
house of God is one great reason why the ministry is not more productive of good. The melody of
song, poured forth from many hearts in clear, distinct utterance, is one of God’s instrumentalities
in the work of saving souls. All the service should be conducted with solemnity and awe, as if in
the visible presence of the Master of assemblies.
“When the word is spoken, you should remember, brethren, that you are listening to the
voice of God through His delegated servant. Listen attentively. Sleep not for one instant, because
by this slumber you may lose the very words that you need most—the very words which, if heeded,
would save your feet from straying into wrong paths. Satan and his angels are busy creating a
paralyzed condition of the senses so that cautions, warnings, and reproofs shall not be heard; or if
heard, that they shall not take effect upon the heart and reform the life. Sometimes a little child
may so attract the attention of the hearers that the precious seed does not fall into good ground and
bring forth fruit. Sometimes young men and women have so little reverence for the house and
worship of God that they keep up a continual communication with each other during the sermon.
Could these see the angels of God looking upon them and marking their doings, they would be
filled with shame, with abhorrence of themselves. God wants attentive hearers. It was while men
slept that Satan sowed his tares.
“When the benediction is pronounced, all should still be quiet, as if fearful of losing the
peace of Christ. Let all pass out without jostling or loud talking, feeling that they are in the
presence of God, that His eye is resting upon them, and that they must act as in His visible presence.
Let there be no stopping in the aisles to visit or gossip, thus blocking them up so that others
cannot pass out. The precincts of the church should be invested with a sacred reverence. It
should not be made a place to meet old friends and visit and introduce common thoughts and
worldly business transactions. These should be left outside the church. God and angels have been
dishonored by the careless, noisy laughing and shuffling of feet heard in some places.”
Testimonies, volume 5, 492, 493.
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“Everyone should feel that he has a part to act in making the Sabbath meetings interesting.
You are not to come together simply as a matter of form, but for the interchange of thought, for
the relation of your daily experiences, for the expression of thanksgiving, for the utterance of your
sincere desire for divine enlightenment, that you may know God, and Jesus Christ, whom He has
sent. Communing together in regard to Christ will strengthen the soul for life’s trials and conflicts.
Never think that you can be Christians and yet withdraw yourselves within yourselves. Each one
is a part of the great web of humanity, and the experience of each will be largely determined by
the experience of his associates.
“We do not obtain a hundredth part of the blessing we should obtain from assembling
together to worship God. Our perceptive faculties need sharpening. Fellowship with one another
should make us glad. With such a hope as we have, why are not our hearts all aglow with the love
of God?
“We must carry to every religious gathering a quickened spiritual consciousness that God
and His angels are there, co-operating with all true worshipers. As you enter the place of worship,
ask the Lord to remove all evil from your heart. Bring to His house only that which He can bless.
Kneel before God in His temple, and consecrate to Him His own, which He has purchased
with the blood of Christ. Pray for the speaker or the leader of the meeting. Pray that great
blessing may come through the one who is to hold forth the word of life. Strive earnestly to
lay hold of a blessing for yourself.
“God will bless all who thus prepare themselves for His service. They will understand what
it means to have the assurance of the Spirit because they have received Christ by faith.”
Testimonies, volume 6, 362.
1 Corinthians 14:34, 35
“In the system of instruction used in the common schools, the most essential part of
education is neglected, viz., the religion of the Bible. Education not only affects to a great degree
the life of the student in this world, but its influence extends to eternity. How important, then, that
the teachers be persons capable of exerting a right influence. They should be men and women of
religious experience, daily receiving divine light to impart to their pupils.” Testimonies, volume 5,
29.
“The Lord designs that the school [Avondale] should also be a place where a training may
be gained in women’s work—cooking, housework, dressmaking, bookkeeping, correct reading,
and pronunciation. They are to be qualified to take any post that may be offered—superintendents,
Sabbath school teachers, Bible workers. They must be prepared to teach day schools for
children.” Evangelism, 476.
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OLD & NEW WORLD
“As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy throughout Christendom, and
religious and secular authorities have combined to enforce the observance of the Sunday, the
persistent refusal of a small minority to yield to the popular demand, will make them objects of
universal execration. It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an institution of the
church and a law of the State, ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to suffer than for
whole nations to be thrown into confusion and lawlessness. The same argument eighteen hundred
years ago was brought against Christ by the ‘rulers of the people.’ ‘It is expedient for us,’ said the
wily Caiaphas, ‘that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not.’ [John
11:50.] This argument will appear conclusive; and a decree will finally be issued against those
who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving of the severest
punishment, and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death. Romanism
in the Old World and apostate Protestantism in the New will pursue a similar course toward
those who honor all the divine precepts.” The Great Controversy, 615.
THE LAST POWER
“Through paganism, and then through the Papacy, Satan exerted his power for many
centuries in an effort to blot from the earth God’s faithful witnesses. Pagans and papists were
actuated by the same dragon spirit. They differed only in that the Papacy, making a pretense of
serving God, was the more dangerous and cruel foe. Through the agency of Romanism, Satan took
the world captive. The professed church of God was swept into the ranks of this delusion, and for
more than a thousand years the people of God suffered under the dragon’s ire. And when the
Papacy, robbed of its strength, was forced to desist from persecution, John beheld a new power
coming up to echo the dragon’s voice, and carry forward the same cruel and blasphemous work.
This power, the last that is to wage war against the church and the law of God, was symbolized
by a beast with lamblike horns. The beasts preceding it had risen from the sea, but this came up
out of the earth, representing the peaceful rise of the nation which is symbolized.” Signs of the
Times, November 1, 1899.
“As we approach the last crisis, it is of vital moment that harmony and unity exist among
the Lord’s instrumentalities. The world is filled with storm and war and variance. Yet under one
head—the papal power—the people will unite to oppose God in the person of His witnesses.
This union is cemented by the great apostate. While he seeks to unite his agents in warring against
the truth he will work to divide and scatter its advocates. Jealousy, evil surmising, evilspeaking,
are instigated by him to produce discord and dissension.” Testimonies, volume 7, 182.
These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. These shall
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of
kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. Revelation 17:13, 14.
“Revelation 17:13–14 quoted. ‘These have one mind.’ There will be a universal bond of
union, one great harmony, a confederacy of Satan’s forces. ‘And shall give their power and
strength unto the beast.’ Thus is manifested the same arbitrary, oppressive power against religious
liberty, freedom to worship God according to the dictates of conscience, as was manifested by the
papacy, when in the past it persecuted those who dared to refuse to conform with the religious rites
and ceremonies of Romanism.
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“In the warfare to be waged in the last days there will be united, in opposition to God’s
people, all the corrupt powers that have apostatized from allegiance to the law of Jehovah.
In this warfare the Sabbath of the fourth commandment will be the great point at issue; for in the
Sabbath commandment the great Law-giver identifies Himself as the Creator of the heavens and
the earth.” The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, 983.
EZEKIEL TWENTY-ONE
“The crown removed from Israel passed successively to the kingdoms of Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. God says, ‘It shall be no more, until He come whose right it is;
and I will give it Him.’” Education, 179.
“Every nation that has come upon the stage of action has been permitted to occupy its
place on the earth, that it might be seen whether it would fulfill the purpose of ‘the Watcher and
the Holy One.’ Prophecy has traced the rise and fall of the world’s great empires—Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. With each of these, as with nations of less power, history
repeated itself. Each had its period of test, each failed, its glory faded, its power departed, and its
place was occupied by another.” Education, 177.
“From the rise and fall of nations as made plain in the books of Daniel and the
Revelation, we need to learn how worthless is mere outward and worldly glory. Babylon, with all
its power and magnificence, the like of which our world has never since beheld,—power and
magnificence which to the people of that day seemed so stable and enduring,—how completely
has it passed away! As ‘the flower of the grass,’ it has perished. James 1:10. So perished the MedoPersian kingdom, and the kingdoms of Grecia and Rome. And so perishes all that has not God for
its foundation. Only that which is bound up with His purpose, and expresses His character, can
endure. His principles are the only steadfast things our world knows.” Prophets and Kings, 548.
“When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an
entirely different religious experience.” Testimonies to Minsters, 114.
“Those who become confused in their understanding of the word, who fail to see the
meaning of antichrist, will surely place themselves on the side of antichrist. There is no time now
for us to assimilate with the world. Daniel is standing in his lot and in his place. The prophecies
of Daniel and of John are to be understood. They interpret each other. They give to the world
truths which everyone should understand. These prophecies are to be witness in the world. By
their fulfillment in these last days, they will explain themselves.” Kress Collection, 105.
“In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement of the
book of Daniel. One is a prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was sealed is not the
Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel relating to the last days. The angel
commanded, ‘But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the
end.’ Daniel 12:4.” Acts of the Apostles, 585.
COMPLEMENT: Fulness; completion; whence, perfection. Webster’s 1828 Dictionary.
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“Revelation is a sealed book, but it is also an opened book. It records marvelous events that
are to take place in the last days of this earth’s history. The teachings of this book are definite, not
mystical and unintelligible. In it the same line of prophecy is taken up as in Daniel. Some
prophecies God has repeated, thus showing that importance must be given to them. The Lord does
not repeat things that are of no great consequence.” Manuscript Releases, volume 9, 8.
BEASTS
“The line of prophecy in which these symbols are found begins with Revelation 12, with
the dragon that sought to destroy Christ at His birth. The dragon is said to be Satan (Revelation
12:9); he it was that moved upon Herod to put the Saviour to death. But the chief agent of Satan
in making war upon Christ and His people during the first centuries of the Christian Era was the
Roman Empire, in which paganism was the prevailing religion. Thus while the dragon, primarily,
represents Satan, it is, in a secondary sense, a symbol of pagan Rome.
“In chapter 13 (verses 1–10) is described another beast, ‘like unto a leopard,’ to which the
dragon gave ‘his power, and his seat, and great authority.’ This symbol, as most Protestants have
believed, represents the papacy, which succeeded to the power and seat and authority once held
by the ancient Roman empire. Of the leopardlike beast it is declared: ‘There was given unto him a
mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. . . . And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against
God, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And it was given
unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all
kindreds, and tongues, and nations.’ This prophecy, which is nearly identical with the description
of the little horn of Daniel 7, unquestionably points to the papacy.” The Great Controversy, 439.
CONSIDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES
“The light that Daniel received direct from God was given especially for these last days.
The visions he saw by the banks of the Ulai and the Hiddekel, the great rivers of Shinar, are now
in process of fulfillment, and all the events foretold will soon have come to pass.
“Consider the circumstances of the Jewish nation when the prophecies of Daniel were
given.” Manuscript Releases, volume 16, 334.
“There is need of a much closer study of the word of God; especially should Daniel and
the Revelation have attention as never before in the history of our work. We may have less to say
in some lines, in regard to the Roman power and the papacy; but we should call attention to what
the prophets and apostles have written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy
Spirit has so shaped matters, both in the giving of the prophecy and in the events portrayed, as
to teach that the human agent is to be kept out of sight, hid in Christ, and that the Lord God of
heaven and His law are to be exalted. Read the book of Daniel. Call up, point by point, the history
of the kingdoms there represented.” Testimonies to Ministers, 112.
“And when the Papacy, robbed of its strength, was forced to desist from persecution, John
beheld a new power coming up to echo the dragon’s voice, and carry forward the same cruel and
blasphemous work. This power, the last that is to wage war against the church and the law of
God, was symbolized by a beast with lamblike horns. The beasts preceding it had risen from the
sea, but this came up out of the earth, representing the peaceful rise of the nation which is
symbolized.” Signs of the Times, November 1, 1899.
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In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me
Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first. And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass,
when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a
vision, and I was by the river of Ulai. Daniel 8:1, 2.
“It was not long after the passing of the time, in 1844, that my first vision was given me. I
was visiting Mrs. Haines at Portland, a dear sister in Christ, whose heart was knit with mine; five
of us, all women, were kneeling quietly at the family altar. While we were praying, the power of
God came upon me as I had never felt it before. . . .
“Here we saw the tree of life and the throne of God. Out of the throne came a pure river of
water, and on either side of the river was the tree of life. On one side of the river was a trunk of a
tree, and a trunk on the other side of the river, both of pure, transparent gold. At first I thought I
saw two trees. I looked again, and saw that they were united at the top in one tree. . . .
“After I came out of vision, everything seemed changed; a gloom was spread over all that
I beheld. Oh, how dark this world looked to me! I wept when I found myself here, and felt
homesick. I had seen a better world, and it had spoiled this for me.” Christian Experience and
Views, 57–61.
So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet
coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. Revelation 17:3.
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