LIFTED UP AS AN ENSIGN
“‘Now is the judgment of this world,’ Christ continued; ‘now shall the prince of this
world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto Me. This He said,
signifying what death He should die.’ This is the crisis of the world. If I become the
propitiation for the sins of men, the world will be lighted up. Satan’s hold upon the souls of men
will be broken. The defaced image of God will be restored in humanity, and a family of
believing saints will finally inherit the heavenly home. This is the result of Christ’s death. The
Saviour is lost in contemplation of the scene of triumph called up before Him. He sees the cross,
the cruel, ignominious cross, with all its attending horrors, blazing with glory.” The Desire of
Ages, 625.
Isaiah 5:26; 11:10–12; 18:3; 30:8–18; Zechariah 9:16
FIRE FROM HEAVEN
“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God
than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former
rain at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are
‘the times of refreshing’ to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: ‘Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall
come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.’ Acts 3:19, 20.
“Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will
hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all
over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and
signs and wonders will follow the believers. Satan also works, with lying wonders, even
bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. Thus the inhabitants of
the earth will be brought to take their stand.
“The message will be carried not so much by argument as by the deep conviction of the
Spirit of God. The arguments have been presented. The seed has been sown, and now it will
spring up and bear fruit. The publications distributed by missionary workers have exerted their
influence, yet many whose minds were impressed have been prevented from fully
comprehending the truth or from yielding obedience. Now the rays of light penetrate
everywhere, the truth is seen in its clearness, and the honest children of God sever the bands
which have held them. Family connections, church relations, are powerless to stay them now.
Truth is more precious than all besides. Notwithstanding the agencies combined against the truth,
a large number take their stand upon the Lord’s side.” The Great Controversy, 612.
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THE WORKING OF SATAN
“These persons overlook the testimony of the Scriptures concerning the wonders wrought
by Satan and his agents. It was by satanic aid that Pharaoh’s magicians were enabled to
counterfeit the work of God. Paul testifies that before the second advent of Christ there will be
similar manifestations of satanic power. The coming of the Lord is to be preceded by ‘the
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:9,10. And the apostle John, describing the miracleworking power that will be manifested in the last days, declares: ‘He doeth great wonders,
so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, and
deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power
to do.’ Revelation 13:13, 14. No mere impostures are here foretold. Men are deceived by the
miracles which Satan’s agents have power to do, not which they pretend to do.” The Great
Controversy, 553.
THE SEAL
“The Prince of Life, bearing the seal of heaven, was placed before the people, with
Barabbas by his side. The contrast between light and darkness, sin and righteousness, truth and
falsehood, could be seen by all. Pilate then asked the people, ‘Whom will ye that I release unto
you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?’ With satanic madness the people answered,
‘Not this man, but Barabbas.’ They refused to receive the Lord of glory, choosing Barabbas, a
robber and murderer, in his stead. By this they showed that they preferred the society of a
murderer to that of the One who was sinless, full of goodness, mercy, and truth. Satan was
working through the religious element, and bigotry and prejudice prevailed.” Review and Herald,
January 23, 1900.
THE SABBATH
“The Prince of Light and the prince of darkness are contending for the victory. When
Jesus, the Prince of Life, came forth from Joseph’s sepulcher, his triumph was assured. As he
came forth from the grave, and proclaimed himself the resurrection and the life, the end of
Satan’s reign on the earth was made certain; but well may the hosts of heaven be astonished to
see men exalting him who is the leader of the great rebellion against God. Those who are
choosing to honor Satan by exalting the spurious sabbath are making a choice similar to
that which the people made when they rejected Christ, that Barabbas, a robber and
murderer, should be given unto them.” Signs of the Times, March 12, 1894.
“The people of Israel had made their choice. Pointing to Jesus they had said, ‘Not this
man, but Barabbas.’ Barabbas, the robber and murderer, was the representative of Satan. Christ
was the representative of God. Christ had been rejected; Barabbas had been chosen. Barabbas
they were to have. In making this choice they accepted him who from the beginning was a liar
and a murderer. Satan was their leader. As a nation they would act out his dictation. His works
they would do. His rule they must endure. That people who chose Barabbas in the place of Christ
were to feel the cruelty of Barabbas as long as time should last.” The Desire of Ages, 738.
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“The scenes of the betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion of Christ have been reenacted, and
will again be reenacted on an immense scale. People will be filled with the attributes of Satan.
The delusions of the archenemy of God and man will have great power. Those who have given
their affections to any leader but Christ will find themselves under the control, body, soul, and
spirit of an infatuation that is so entrancing that under its power souls turn away from hearing the
truth to believe a lie. They are ensnared and taken, and by their every action, they cry, ‘Release
unto us Barabbas, but crucify Christ.’ . . .
“In the churches which have departed from truth and righteousness, it is being revealed
what human nature will be and do when the love of God is not an abiding principle in the soul.
We need not be surprised at anything that may take place now. We need not marvel at any
developments of horror. Those who trample under their unholy feet the law of God have the
same spirit as had the men who insulted and betrayed Jesus. Without any compunctions of
conscience they will do the deeds of their father the devil. . . .
“Those who choose Satan as their ruler will reveal the spirit of their chosen master, who
caused the fall of our first parents. By rejecting the divine Son of God, the personification of the
only true God, who possessed goodness, mercy, and untiring love, whose heart was ever touched
with human woe, and accepting a murderer in His place, the people showed what human nature
can and will do, when the restraining Spirit of God is removed, and men are under the great
apostate. Just to that degree that light is refused and rejected will there be misconception and
misunderstanding. Those who reject Christ and choose Barabbas will work under a ruinous
deception. Misrepresentation, the bearing of false witness, will grow under open rebellion.”
Selected Messages, book 3, 415, 416.
“When Jesus was on earth, Satan led the people to reject the Son of God, and to choose
Barabbas, who in character represented Satan, the god of this world. The Lord Jesus Christ came
to dispute the usurpation of Satan in the kingdoms of the world. The conflict is not yet ended;
and as we draw near the close of time, the battle waxes more intense. As the second appearing of
our Lord Jesus Christ draws near, satanic agencies are moved from beneath. Satan will not
only appear as a human being, but he will personate Jesus Christ; and the world that has
rejected the truth will receive him as the Lord of lords and King of kings. He will exercise
his power, and work upon the human imagination. He will corrupt both the minds and the bodies
of men, and will work through the children of disobedience, fascinating and charming, as does a
serpent. What a spectacle will the world be for heavenly intelligences! What a spectacle for God,
the Creator of the world, to behold!
“The form Satan assumed in Eden when leading our first parents to transgress, was of a
character to bewilder and confuse the mind. He will work in as subtle a manner as we near the
end of earth’s history. All his deceiving power will be brought to bear upon human subjects, to
complete the work of deluding the human family. So deceptive will be his working, that men will
do as they did in the days of Christ; and when asked, Whom shall I release unto you, Christ or
Barabbas? the almost universal cry will be, Barabbas, Barabbas! And when the question is
asked, ‘What will ye then that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews?’ the cry
again will be, ‘Crucify him!’
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“Christ will be represented in the person of those who accept the truth, and who
identify their interest with that of their Lord. The world will be enraged at them in the same way
that they were enraged at Christ, and the disciples of Christ will know that they are to be treated
no better than was their Lord. But Christ will surely identify His interest with that of those who
accept Him as their personal Saviour. Every insult, every reproach, every false accusation made
against them by those who have turned their ears away from the truth and are turned unto fables,
will be charged upon the guilty ones as done to Christ in the person of His saints.
“When Christ was upon this earth, the world preferred Barabbas. And today the world
and the churches are making the same choice. The scenes of the betrayal, the rejection, and the
crucifixion of Christ have been re-enacted, and will again be re-enacted on an immense scale.
People will be filled with the attributes of the enemy, and with them his delusions will have great
power. Just to that degree that light is refused will there be misconception and misunderstanding.
Those who reject Christ and choose Barabbas work under a ruinous deception. Misrepresentation
and false witness will grow to open rebellion. The eye being evil, the whole body will be full of
darkness. Those who give their affections to any leader but Christ will find themselves under the
control, body, soul, and spirit, of an infatuation that is so entrancing that under its power souls
turn away from hearing the truth to believe a lie. They are ensnared and taken, and by their every
action they cry, Release unto us Barabbas, but crucify Christ.
“Even now this decision is being made. The scenes enacted at the cross are being reenacted. In the churches that have departed from truth and righteousness it is being revealed
what human nature can do and will do when the love of God is not an abiding principle in the
soul. We need not be surprised at anything that may take place now. We need not marvel at any
developments of horror. Those who trample under their unholy feet the law of God have the
same spirit as had the men who insulted and betrayed Jesus. Without any compunction of
conscience, they will do the deeds of their father, the devil. They will ask the question that came
from the traitorous lips of Judas, What will you give me if I betray unto you Jesus the Christ?
Even now Christ is being betrayed in the person of His saints.” Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, volume 5, 1105, 1106.
THE BLOTTING OUT
“The scene of Satan’s accusation was presented before the prophet. He says, ‘He showed
me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right
hand to resist him.’ Jesus is our great High Priest in heaven. And what is He doing? He is
making intercession and atonement for his people who believe in Him. Through His imputed
righteousness, they are accepted of God as those who are manifesting to the world that they
acknowledge allegiance to God, keeping all His commandments. Satan is full of malignant
hatred against them, and manifests to them the same spirit that he manifested to Jesus Christ
when He was upon earth. When Jesus was before Pilate, the Roman ruler sought to release Him,
and desired that the people should choose to release Jesus from the ordeal through which He was
about to pass. He presented before the clamoring multitude the Son of God and the criminal
Barabbas, and inquired. ‘Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is
called Christ?’ ‘They said, Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus
which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let Him be crucified?’
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“The world was stirred by the enmity of Satan, and when asked to choose between the
Son of God and the criminal Barabbas, they chose a robber rather than Jesus. The ignorant
multitudes were led, by the deceptive reasonings of those in high position, to reject the Son of
God, and choose a robber and murderer in His stead. Let us all remember that we are still in a
world where Jesus, the Son of God, was rejected and crucified, where the guilt of despising
Christ and preferring a robber rather than the spotless Lamb of God still rests. Unless we
individually repent toward God because of transgression of His law, and exercise faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ, whom the world has rejected, we shall lie under the full condemnation that
the action of choosing Barabbas instead of Christ merited. The whole world stands charged today
with the deliberate rejection and murder of the Son of God. The word bears record that Jews and
Gentiles, kings, governors, ministers, priests, and people--all classes and sects who reveal the
same spirit of envy, hatred, prejudice, and unbelief manifested by those who put to death the Son
of God--would act the same part, were the opportunity granted, as did the Jews and people of the
time of Christ. They would be partakers of the same spirit that demanded the death of the Son of
God.
“In the scene representing the work of Christ for us, and the determined accusation of
Satan against us, Joshua stands as the high priest, and makes request in behalf of God’s
commandment-keeping people. At the same time Satan represents the people of God as great
sinners, and presents before God the list of sins he has tempted them to commit through their
lifetime, and urges that because of their transgressions, they be given into his hands to destroy.
He urges that they should not be protected by ministering angels against the confederacy of evil.
He is full of anger because he cannot bind the people of God into bundles with the world, to
render to him complete allegiance. Kings and rulers and governors have placed upon themselves
the brand of antichrist, and are represented as the dragon who goes to make war with the saints-with those who keep the commandments of God and who have the faith of Jesus. In their enmity
against the people of God, they show themselves guilty also of the choice of Barabbas instead of
Christ.” Testimonies to Miniusters, 38.
“Unsanctified ministers are arraying themselves against God. They are praising Christ
and the god of this world in the same breath. While professedly they receive Christ, they
embrace Barabbas, and by their actions say, ‘Not this Man, but Barabbas.’ Let all who read these
lines, take heed. Satan has made his boast of what he can do. He thinks to dissolve the unity
which Christ prayed might exist in His church. He says, ‘I will go forth and be a lying spirit to
deceive those that I can, to criticize, and condemn, and falsify.’ Let the son of deceit and false
witness be entertained by a church that has had great light, great evidence, and that church will
discard the message the Lord has sent, and receive the most unreasonable assertions and false
suppositions and false theories. Satan laughs at their folly, for he knows what truth is.
“Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled
from the hellish torch of Satan. If doubts and unbelief are cherished, the faithful ministers will be
removed from the people who think they know so much. ‘If thou hadst known,’ said Christ,
‘even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid
from thine eyes.’

5

“Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure. The Lord knoweth them that are His.
The sanctified minister must have no guile in his mouth. He must be open as the day, free from
every taint of evil. A sanctified ministry and press will be a power in flashing the light of truth on
this untoward generation. Light, brethren, more light we need. Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound
an alarm in the holy mountain. Gather the host of the Lord, with sanctified hearts, to hear what
the Lord will say unto His people; for He has increased light for all who will hear. Let them be
armed and equipped, and come up to the battle--to the help of the Lord against the mighty. God
Himself will work for Israel. Every lying tongue will be silenced. Angels’ hands will overthrow
the deceptive schemes that are being formed. The bulwarks of Satan will never triumph. Victory
will attend the third angel’s message. As the Captain of the Lord’s host tore down the walls of
Jericho, so will the Lord’s commandment-keeping people triumph, and all opposing elements be
defeated. Let no soul complain of the servants of God who have come to them with a heavensent message. Do not any longer pick flaws in them, saying, ‘They are too positive; they talk too
strongly.’ They may talk strongly; but is it not needed? God will make the ears of the hearers
tingle if they will not heed His voice or His message. He will denounce those who resist the
word of God.” Testimonies to Ministers, 409–411.
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